ZYNAG®EIA, a Key-Word in the Thinking of Nicholas Cabasilas.

Malene Thorborg.
In the first book of his magnificent work H EN XPIZITQ.L ZQHl)
Nicholas Cabasilas uses the word ouvvdeeLa 22 times%)and this
word is with synonyms as &€vwoig (497B) and évdtng (497C) to be
considered a key-word perhaps not only to the first book, but
in fact to the entire work.

In the beginning of the second book Cabasilas summarizes:
€oTL uEv Yap 1 é€v XpLotd CTwn adtd 1o ouvapdfivar Xprotd (521A).

It is the way in which Cabasilas understands this ocuvdgeLa
which is one of the most striking points in his theological
thinking. On the one hand the ouvdgpeLa, the union with Christ,
is dppntogc (497B) and Umeppuric (500B)and beyond any descript-
ion "dote undt mpdg moapdderyua dveveydfivar Suvvathv elvaL"
(500B) , but nevertheless it seems quite clear that Cabasilas
understands the union between Christ and man not in a somewhat
symbolical, metaphorical way, but as a nearly sensual, physical
reality. His frequent use of the word ocuvdeeta points to this,
as does his use of other words more or less belonging to the
terminology of physical love : "Ei &6&¢ 10 TV 4dvipwdnwv @lAtoov
tocolbtov, TO delov o006’ €&otL Aoyloaodai.... Obtw &6& ULmepopuolg
bvtoc ToD Epwtoc, dvdyun nal thv ovvdeeiav, medc fiv cuvAiaoe
TOoUC EPAVTOC...".

In the same line of thought we find Cabasilas' interpretat-
ion of the sacraments.

‘H év XpoLot® Lwnh is lived through and by the sacraments, or

in his own words 0 6¢ tpdnog, dnwe tTadinv &Auounev eic ToC
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huetépac buxde, ToDTd £otL TO TeAieodfivar td uvorhpLa..." (516C)
and it is in receiving the sacraments that we are united with
Christ, i.e. are living # &v XpLot® Ton.

It is to be noted here that we in the very beginning of this
book are told that n év XpiLot§h Cwn commences here and now in
this life: "'H &v XpLotd Twh odctaL év 1¢de T Bly ual tdg bdp-
x4c &vteldev AauBdver.." (493B).

And perhaps this is one key to the understanding of Cabasi-
las' strong feeling of physical reality in the union between
Christ and man.

It must be emphasized again that % év XpoLot® Twh is not
something happening in a celestial condition beyond this world.
It is a kind of life as real as that in which it takes its
beginning, and just as there are some physical conditions which
make "this life" possible, such as light, air, food and so on,
so the same is to be said about % év XpLoTd Twi where the
sacraments are such conditions. In the baptism we see the light
and are clothed by its water, by the fragrance of the chismat-
ion we breathe and in the holy communion we find our food.

So the difference between the factors which constitute '"“this
life" on the one side and # év XpLotg Twn on the other is not
to be found in a more or less physical degree but only in that
while in "this life" none of the factors each taken by itself
suffices to keep man living, in f) év XpLot®d Twh He himself is
the one thing necessary : " & 8¢ Zothp Tolg &v adth {GoLv ob-
twe &el uatd ndvra odveotL TEdnov, dote ndoav xpelav TapéXeEl

wal navta adtolg €oti...?(500C) and further on : "ual yvevvwd

vydo ual adter mal Tpéper nal odc éotTir umal mvon....Kal Tpowelg
Av ual tpoeh &otL nal adtdc wév &otiv O mopéxwv toOV dptov TRig
Cwfig.... ual Cwh uév &otL {Boiv, &vamnvéouvolL && udpov, tudtiov

6¢& é&vdboaodalL BovAouévorg." (500D).
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And in receiving or actually perceiving the sacraments man
goes into a so to say organic union with Christ: "obtw && Yev-
vndévreg ual xaddnep eider tivl nol uwopeH 1§ XpLoTh TUTWIEVTES
tva undév éneioavdyouev dirdtpiov eldog, tTfic Twhic Tthe eloddoug
abtdg natéxer. Kal &6L° v dépa nal tpoohv elodyoviec tff CTwf
to0 ocwuatog Bondoluev, LA Toltwv adtdg elg TAC Nuetépac elo-
&letal Yuxde nal tag SVpac dueotépag olueiobrar, TH uév dg
uopov ual edwdia, tfi 6& dg TPOPH Mpoohuwv. Kal vYdp ual &va-
nveouev adTdv nal Teoen vYivetalr Huiv, ual odTtwe Savtdv &Ld
ndvtov Hulv dvarepdoag nal dvaunlfag tavtod moLeltal oduc..."
(5204).

So this union differs from the way our senses perceive the
light, air and food of "this life" only in its greater intim-
acy. 'H év XpLot® Twnrl seems for Cabasilas to be as much a
physical reality as "this life", but the union between Christ
and man is stronger and more intimate than any other human or
physical connection.

In this radical feeling of the union between Christ and man
as a physical reality, as something to be perceived through
all our senses, in this is to be seen a primary and character-
istic point in the theological thinking of Cabasilas, and the

point, perhaps, in which he shows most originality.

Notes:
1) PG 150:494-520

2) 497C (5 times), 497D (3 times), 500A (3 times), 500B, 501lA,
501B,501D (twice), 508C (twice), 509D, 512C, 516D, 520B.



