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TWENTY FOUR PLATES OF LATIN MANUSCRIPTS
(Adam Blilow-Jacobsen)

The present set oif pal=zographical plates does not in any way
pretend to originality. it was selected for an elementary course
in latin palzography, held for stucents of the Classics in the
spring of 1970 at the University of Copenhagen. All the plates have
been reproduced from existing publicaticns (specified in the list
of plates}, and the original idea was to maske normsl photographic
prints for the use of the students during the course. It was,
however, desireable that each student should be able to keep his
own set of plates after the end oif the course, and as the adaitional
cost of having them printed in off-set was negligible, it was
decided that the plates should appear in this way.

Lhe disadvantages are of course svident: The size of the
"Cahiers de 1'Institut ...." is somewhat smaller than convenient
for the reproduction of foliopages. The half-tone screen technigue
leaves a good deal to be desired as to sharpness, detail, and
contrast. However, with the use of line-cliché printing important
details are often either blackened o1 lei't out because of the high
contrast, and at best it gives a false idea of the manuseript in
question, Furthermore, the binding of the leaves makes it impossible
to compare pages directly.

In selecting the plates I have attempted to illustrate the
development of the Latin book-hand from the 1st century to the
renaissance. “herever possible [ have chosen a manuscript o: a
classical author, in order to make the material as relevant as
possible to students of the Classics.

Nos. 5a-b are J. Nallon's own examples illustrating "l'incli-
naison du papier" (cf, J. Mallon: Paléographie Romaine, ¥adrid 1955
pp. 77-88).



Nos. 12 and 13,
text,
As the present collection

i1 have abstained from comment,

15 and 17,

so as to make small-scale collation possible.

14

20 and 21, 23 and 24 give the same
is primarily intended for class use,

giving only the bare facts, an

avproximate date (in most cases the traditional one), and reluctant

ly the name of the
to aid the reader's memory,
authoritative.
misleading,
in [brackets].

Por those who wish to use
a transcription of the initial

page a list of the more common

LIST

Abbreviations:

script in gquestion,

In those cases where T find the

I give the name I prefer,

These names are only given

and must on no account be taken as

traditional names
the traditional name followir
thhe plates independently I have give
lines of each plate, and on the last

abbreviations.

OF PLATES

C.T.L. Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum vol. IV, ed. C. Zange-
meister, 1871

CoeL.A. £.A. Lowe, Codices Latini Antiquiores I-XI, Cxford 1934-

E.L. J. Kallon, H. Marichal, Ch, Perrat, l'Feriture Latine
de la Capitale Romaine & la Minuscule (Arts et Metiers
Graphique), Paris 1939

Chat. Z. Chatelain, Paléographie des Classiques Latins I-II,
Paris 1884-1960

P.S. The Pal®ographical Society, Facsimiles of Manuscripts
and Inscriptions, ed. E.A. Bond, Z.¥. Thompson, I-III,
London 1873-83

P.5.2 The Palzographical Society, Facsimiles of Manuscripts

and Inscriptions,

Warner,

lianuscripts etec.

Filson,

ed.,
¢nd Series I-II,
The #ew Palmographical Society,
ed.

1st Series I-TI,

%.A, Bond, E.M, Thompson, G.r.

London 1884-94
facsimiles of Ancient
E.M.

Thompson, G.F, YWarner, i.P,

London 1903-12
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1)

2)

3)

L)

Firenze, Societd Italiana. P.S.I. XI (1935) 1183a (E.L. 9).
Classical capital [rustic capital] A.D. 45-54, dated by consul
names, and the name of Claudius (without 'divus') appearing in
a copy of the same document (P.S.I. 1183b, E,L. 10). Papyrus
found in Oxyrhynchus. The text is probably an dmoypaoh unt’
olxtav (census return).

1 DOS NIGRAM

2 TYFILIOS*CIVITATE:DONATOS* ESSE

3 E-AVGVSTO*GERMANICO+ IMP(ERATORE)

Napoli, Pap. Herc. 817 (C.L.A. 385),

Classical capital [rustic capital] between 31 B.C. and A.D. 79.

23 fragments of at least 8 columns. ¥idth of column ¢. 195 nm.
Papyrus charrved by the eruption of Vesuvius, Found in Herculaneum.
The text is an otherwise unknown poem on the battle of Actium.

1

2 PRAEBERETQVE SVA SPECTACULA TR[;}]_A MARTIS

3 QVALES

C.I.L. (passim)
Everyday Roman script, before A.D, 79. Grafitti from the walls
of Pompeii.
No. 12 reads:
ubi- pernarcocta-est:si convivae:rapponitur

non gustat pernam’lingit. ollam:aut:cacabum

Manchester, John Rylands libr. Pap. S$.N. (C.L.A. 228),
Classical capital, current execution [mixed rustic oapital]
2nd cent. Papyrus, 1 fragment (230/150 mm) of a letter of
recommendation. Found in Egypt.

1 ,..us celer hermer

2 -vacat- galutg[m]

3 ....m domini nostri imp[era]

5a)London, Brit. Mus. Pap. 745 (C.L.A. 207).

Unique example of a transitional stage between classical capital
and primitiv minuscule, 1st - 2nd cent. [mixed rustic capital and

uncial, 3rd cent.] 1 fragment of a parchment codex (87/52 mm),

found in Oxyrhynchus. Usually :2lled "Pragmentum de Bellis Wace-



148

donicis" because the names of Philippus and Antiochus appear.
1 Jtum.imperif

2]ye praéfecti, |

3}satis pollérint|

5b)London, Brit. Mus. Pap. 1532, (C.L.A. 208).

6)

7)

8)

Primitive minuscule 3rd - 4th cent. [mixed half-uncial]

6 fragments of 8 columns of a papyrus roll, Height of columns
180 mm, width of columns vary,

The text is an otherwise unknown epitome of Livy

1]filium v .e macedonia d mn, ,  vneri

2].on interfuit eademqve di,  ,,6 ,nd, ., sva

Bibliotheca Apostolica Vaticana, Vat. Lat. 5757. (Chat. 39,2).

Uncial, 3rd - 4th cent.

Palimpsest (290/240 mm). Upper script: Augustine, Enarrationes
in Psalmos, 8th cent. Lower script: Cicero, De Republica I, 17,
26-27. Transscription from col. II

1 tus domina

2 tus saepe etia-

3 tecterrimo

4 rum homi

ien, Hofbibl, cod., lat. 15 (P.S. 183),
Uncial, 5th cent. (255/150 mm)

Text: Livy 42nd book 67,6 - fin.

1 con postquam profectum au

2 diuit ad connum castra mouet si potio

Oxford, Bodl., libr. MS. Auct. T. 2. 26. (P.S. 2 130).

Primitive minuscule (current execution) [sloping uncial] 6th cen

(180/155 mm)

Text: Notes on St., Jerome, Chronica

1 quae condita est 2 romule septima olympiade anno necundo qui
xuii ab aenea regnauit

2 a troiae excidium usque ad primam olympiadem anni sunt ccccui
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9) Ashburnham Libr. MS. 16 (P.S.2 9).
Primitive minuscule (elegant execution) 6th cent. [half-uncial]
Text: St. Augustine, Enarrationes in Psalmos, 146, 19-20.
(Corpus Christianorum vol. 40 p. 2137) (271/204 mm)
{quid in-)
1 quit uiri- est enim tabernaculum

2 d(omi)ni ipsa ecclesia toto orbae diffusa

10) Pirenze, Bibl. Laurentiana, Laurentianus LXVIII, 2 (Chat. 146).
Beneventan script [Longobardic script] 11th cent., written
almost certainly in the convent of Mt. Cassino. (340/270 mm).
Text: Tacitus, Anneles XV, 4i1-44
1 ortum. et quo senones captam urbem inflammauerint.

2 alii eo usgque cura progressi sunt® ut totidem annos

11) Bruxelles, Bibl., royale, MS. 9850-52 (E.L., 67)
Merovingian book-hand {or more precisely: a-b script from
Corbie) 8th cent.
Text: st. Caesarius, Exhortatio (Patrologia Latina vol. 67,
col. 1153d-1154a)
1.ei inponitur ut a uino uel a carnibus absteneat si hoc

infirmitas

2 corporis sui non tolerat, et si forte non praeualet esse

perfectus

12) Oxford, Bodleian libr. F.4.32 (Chat. 93,2)
Anglo-Saxon minuscule, 9th cent. (written in France).
(240/180 mm)
Text: Ovidius, Ars Amatoria I, 288-324 (with notes in Latin
and Celtic).
1 ungimur** et domine no(min)a gutta tenet"*

2 Forte sub umbrosis nemorose vallibus ides

13) Paris, Bibl. Nat. latin 7311 (Chat. 93,1).
Minuscule [Caroline minuscule] 9th cent. (260/200 mm)
Text: Ovidius, Ars Amatoria I, 297-326
1 Nota cano; non hoc centum gquae sustinet urbes

2 quamuis sit mendax creta negare potest
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14) London, Brit, Mus., Harleianus 2610 (Chat. 97,1).
Minuscule [caroline minuscule] 10th cent.
Probably written in Germany. (225/170 nmm)

Text: Ovidius, Metamorphoses I, 280-311, (with notes in Latin

and 0ld German).
1 Fluminibus u(est)ris totas inmittite habenas

2 Iusserat hi redeunt. ac fontibus ora relaxant;

15) Milano, Bibl. Ambrosiana C. 29. inf. (Chat. 28,3).
¥inuscule [caroline minuscule] 10th cent. (255/170 mm)
Text: Cicero, In Catilinam I init.

3 Quousque tandem abutere
L catilina patientia n{ost)ra? Quamdiu

5 etiam furor iste tuus nos eludet?

16) Firenze, Bibl. Laurentiana, Pluteus XXXVI,12 (Chat. 97,2).
Minuscule [caroline or gothic?] 11th cent. (270/150 mm)
Interlineary notes by the same hand as the text. Karginal
notes by two different hands, the first 13th-14th cent. the
second 14th-15th cent. According to Chatelain the notes are
much more legible in the facsimile than in the original.
Text: Ovidius, Metamorphoses VI, 554-616
1 S5 pemque sue mortis uiso conceperat ense
2 I 1lle indignantem et nomen patris usque uocantenm
interl. 1. 2: irascenten, iugiter'
1st marg.:
signa deis h®c pars est illa in qua dici
tur pena terei que diuiditur
2nd marg.:
ira mulierum est increpare

mulieres nefandas quas

17) Zirich, Univ., Bibl,, Reinau 127 (Chat. 28,1).
Minuscule [caroline minuscule] 11th cent. (150/105 nm)
Text: Cicero, De Senectute fin, - In Catilinam init.

1 ut aliarum omnium rerum sic uiuendi modum,

2 Senectus autem aetatis est peractio tamquam fabu/lae
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1

8) F

Firenze, Bibl. Laurentiana, Marcianus 223 (Chat. 98).
Minuscule [caroline minuscule] 12th cent. {340/230 mm)
Text: Ovidius, Metamorphoses IX, 401-511
1 V icta uiri precibus* gquae cum iurare pararet

2 D ona tributuram post hunc se talia nulli

18a) Detail of 18. (Chatelain's transscription)

N

o

[Alcme]on filius Amphiarai. Tum (?) igitur rex Thebarum
pregnante Jocaste uxore sua dormiens vidit bestiam unicornem
de camera sua egredientem et se ad mensam sedentem interfici-
entem. Hac visione cognita, dixerunt sapientes quod interfice-
retur ab illo qui nasceretur =z Jocasta, ideo// [jussit] puerum
nasciturum vel puellam interfici. Nato non est a matre inter-
fectus quia pulcher visus est, sed bene pannis involutus et in

insulam projectus est pede forato cum plumbo,

Paris, Bibl. Nat. Latin 18525 {Chat. 28,2),

¥inuscule [caroline minuscule] 12th cent. (195/125 mm)

Text: Cicero, Tn Catilinam I fin.

1 uocibus et eorum hominum qui hoc ‘ider sentiunt mentibus
prauca respondebo. Ego si hoc optimum factu

2 dudicarem l.c. catilinam morte multari, unius usuram horae

gladiatori isti ad uiuvendun

Leyden, Univ. Bibl., Vossianus F. 69 {(Chat. 169,1).
Finvscule [gothic minuscule] 12th cent. {(fin.) (280/200 mmn)
Text: {eneca, Tuwrstiones naturales v, 3,1-7,3

1 Tneipit senecs de raturalibus gu=stionibus

2 G randinem hoc modo fieri si titi

3 affirmaneroc guo apud nos gla

4 cies sit gelata tota nube. nrimis

{ep. 11, 20-22, pl, 3,11, and Ovidius, 4.4, I, 475-476)

Montpellier, Library of Yedical School, MS 115 (Chat. 169,2),
¥inuscule [gothic minuscule] 13th cent. (255/185 mm )

Text: Seneca, Jumstiones Naturales IV, 3,1-5,1

1 G randines hoc 4 nos glatios sit
2 modo si tibi affir 5 gelata teta nube
3 mauero quo aput 6 nimis audacemn

(11, 25-27 cp. note on pl. 20)
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22) Cordoba, Cathedral Library, MS 52 (repr. from a microfilm lend

[\%)
N
~

24

tc the Instituvte for Latin and Greek Medieval Philology by
Prof, MNe Rijk, Leyden).

¥ipuscule (current execution) [scriptura notularis] 13th cent.
(post 1270), Dimensions unknown.

Text: [Bo&thius de Dacia], Quzstiones super librum elenchorum
iristotelis, gquezstio 92 fin, - 95.

Col, IT 1. 2L sgg.:

Juerit{ur) utru(m) t<e>r<ﬁi>(n)us i(n) or<§ti>@(n)e po(s)it(us)
possit suppon(erje //p(ro) toto illo cui{us) e(st) p(ar)s (et)
ar<éuit>(ur) g{uod) no(n) q(uia) ar<istoteles> i(n) Ato
me<taphysi>ce //dic(it) g(uod) g(ui) negat log{ue)la(m) ponit
loq(ue}la(m) s(ed) d(ici)m(us) n(u)llam log{ue)la(m} e(=ss e hic
negat log(ue)la(m}. si t(ame)n sit nega(n)s (et) =2ifirmat //
log{uellalm) tu(nle ui<det>(ur) q{uod) p(ro) ip(s)a n(on;
negat{ur) ne(n) negat{ur) (et)// p(er) (con}<se>ce(n)s f<?rmi-
nu>ﬁ no(n} suppo(n)it p(ro) toto cui(us) e(st) p(er)s.

Note: Abbreviations that are marked in the M3 with one of the
usual signs (see last page) are resolved inside round brackets,

Contractions are resolved inside sharp brackets,

Leyden, Univ. Bibl, Perizonii %9.21 (Chat. 147,1).
Humanistic cursive, according to a subscription writien by
Jovianus Pontanus 1460, (240/170 mm)

Text: Tacitus, Germania 1-2

3 G ermania omnis a gallis rhetiisque et pannoniis

4 rheno et danubio fluminibus. 2 sarmatis dacis

®irsnze, Bibl, Laur. Laurentianus LXIII,20 (Chat. 147,2).
Humanist bookhand [litterae antiquae] 15th cent. (215/150 mm)
Text: Tacitus, Germania 1=

1 latus sinus et insularum immensa spatia comple

2 ctent. nuper cognitis quibusdam gentibus ac regi
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Plate 4
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Abbreviations in

Latin Manuscripts.

The following list of abbreviations is meant exclusively as an
aid to the reader of the preceding plates. A very clear and short
explanation of the various principles of abbreviation may be found
in Kulturhistorisk Leksikon for Nordisk ¥iddelalder I, K#benhavn
1956 (s.v. abbreviaturer). The most detailed list of abbvreviations
is A, Cappelli, Dizionario di Abbreviature Latine ed Italiane
(Manuali Hoepli) Milano 19616.

It should constantly be kept in mind that every abbreviation
has to be understood in its context, e.g. an horizontal line above
a vowel usually indicates that an m or n is to be supplied after the
vowel, as in €imzenim. OCn the other hand a line placed above any
part of the word signifies that some letters have been left out e.gzg.
hoieszhomines, oessomnes, n3;=nomina, ezest, abbrazabbreviatura.

In early MSS a dot after a word indicates suspension, e.g. lib-=
liber.

Tn the most abbreviated hands (as the one shown in pl. 22)
dre may mean dicere as well as differre (vid. pl. 22 col, II 1. 1-2,
dicere.) and 9° may be read conclusio, constructio, compositio,
depending exclusively on the context.

One should never expect a consistent use of the abbreviations.
The scribe may write ¢o and 9 (both com, con) in the same line (pl.
22 col. II 1. 22 complexio - complexione), and ¥m or r (both verum,
ib, 1. 1). In this kind of script ¥m is the usual form, V' may read
unum as well (or in other hands utrum, verbum).

The list is arranged in two parts, the first one giving the
signs that canuot be recognized as letters, the second consisting

of recognizeable letters in alphabetic order.

9,2 con-, com-, cum, &,7 et
e.g. 1lugiszconiugis
Jy -rum, e.g. edy -eorum -7 -us, e.g. hui’ =
huius
e PRI T .
- -ur, e.g. igiteigitur enim

— est
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Recognizeable letters in alphabetic order.

du, aut

2|

CCNS

DNS, DNI
ds, 47
e

ee

3P

CRo

autem m

com-, cum noa
consulatus nr, Arm
(and cases)

dicit, dicunt fi, no

dixit, dixerunt

dominus, -ni,etc,

=+u

deus, dei, etc.

g

est

-g |

esse

-

eius (Beneventan)‘r

fratres h
graue $
ergo %,i
-
hoc q

ipse j"1t

Iesus 1

carissimi '() ,'fs

uel,-ul,-lor-,etc | , S
e.g. gla=gloria

-

pplizpopuli -
t
-men, e.g. tams
tamen ;;, by
mihi —_—
XPC, XPS
XPI

180

modo

nomina

noster, nostrum
non

per, por, par,
post

prae, pre

pr?-, e.g. ﬁm’ -
primus

pro

quae, que

quam (Anglo-Saxon)
qui

qua

quod

quo

sed

sibi

ter, e.g. irazterra

uester, uestrum

Christus
Christi etc.
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